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Straighten ing th e course of rivers, likewise, is effici ent In 

causing increased scour, a lowering of the bed and a lessened 
liability to overflow. 

Ponds are easily dra ined by sim ply cutting a ditch of t he 
proper size through the natural or artificial embankment sn1'­

.rounding them. The g reater the extent of the water-shed , and 
the greater the ra·in-fall , and the imper vion ness of the surface, 
the larger of course is the d itch. 

The so-call ed "wet weath r" ponds, often on hi gh g round, 
should never he tolerated, a t he.' present the very conditions for 
fostering malaria- a la rge area, alternately wet and dry.* 

The natural di vision of a count.ry for drai nage purposeil is 
into oistricts belonging to the ame water- ._hed, bounded, of _ 
course, by the r idges and ~tream . Con. id rable inconvenience 
has been cll ll seo in some thiclly ettled coun tri es by a d isregard 
of natural boundarie;:; . • 

The extent to which dl'ain exert an in fl uence on the ground 
on either ide depends on their depth, and the character of the 
soil, whether very retenti \'e or porou . T heir action is analoguu 
to t.hat f wells gi yen furth l' 00, except that the bottom of the 
ditch does not generall y reach the level of comple e saturat ion 
of the ground a is often the case in wells. 

I t is best not to open new ditches fr tl1 "June to November" 
in malaria l d istricts, unle ' for house drainage. CeDars. hou Id 
be drained by leading a pipe from below the bottom of the cel­
lar to some convenient exit to the open air at a lower level ; or 
similar d rains may be laid j u t outside of the building. 

I t is plain that greater atteution should be paid 1.0 d rainage in 
towns near our sea-coa t than in the billy regions, as decomposi­
tion is generally greater, due to increased moisture and tempera ­
t ure, not forgetting however that its neglect any where must 
cause pern icious effects. 

·See K err's Geology of N . C. (I ntroduction) for an excellent pre. entation 
of th e lead ing to}Jographica J featu res of the State, especiall y its wam ps and 
pocosins, as relating to the matter in hand. 


